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PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

This  consists  of  the  whole  of  the  Members  of  the  Council. 
Chairman — Alderman  H.  J.  OL0AKE,  C.C. 
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Chairman — Councillor  Mrs.  L.  M.  pREEMAN. 
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J.  Holroyde,  L.R.C.S.,  D.P.H.,  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
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JOYCE  E.  Roffey,  M.B.  (London),  Assistant  School 
Medical  Officer  (part  time). 

D.  HOWGATE,  M.D.  (London),  in  charge  of  Immunisation 
Clinic  (part  time). 

(b)  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 

*tW.  HUGHES,  Senior  Inspector. 

*tT.  Howard,  District  Inspector. 

* + J.  G.  Henry,  District  Inspector. 

*tW.  J.  JOHNSON,  District  Inspector. 

* Certificate,  Royal  Sanitary  Institute, 
t Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate. 

HEALTH  VISITORS. 

K.  J.  HESTER,  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate,  S.R.  Nurse, 

C.M.B. 

L.  L.  Gaffney,  C.M.B. , Nursing  Certificates. 

M.  HlNBEST,  Health  Visitor’s  Certificate,  S.R.  Nurse, 
C.M.B. 

CLERICAL  STAFF. 

H.  Kelly.  G.  A.  Pearson. 

A.  C.  Strike.  Miss  R.  Lawrence. 

H.  L.  Clark. 
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Borough  of  Chatham. 


To  the  Mayor , Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the  Borough  of 
Chatham. 


Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  consideration  my 
Report  on  the  health  and  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  Borough 
during  the  year  1936. 

The  Report  is  arranged  on  the  lines  of  previous  reports,  and 
is  in  conformity  with  the  Statutory  requirements  of  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


I am  glad  to  state  that  the  town  is  in  a satisfactory  position 
as  regards  health.  A justification  of  this  statement  will  be 
found  in  the  subjoined  comparison  between  1900  and  1936, 
which  shows  in  striking  relief  the  changes  which  have  taken 
place  in  connection  with  the  public  health. 

Birth  and  death  rates  have  diminished,  expectation  of  life 
has  increased,  and  the  real  object  of  Public  Health  work,  viz., 
the  prevention  of  disease,  has  been  remarkably  successful. 

It  is  probable  that  the  death  rate  may  increase,  as  there  will 
be  more  aged  people  and  fewer  young  people  in  the  community. 
Whether  this  alteration  in  the  age  distribution  of  the  population 
is  a benefit  is  very  doubtful,  but  its  implications  are  manifold, 
and  of  great  importance  to  the  State.  The  care  and  mainten- 
ance of  people  too  old  for  work  will  not  be  the  least  of  the 
problems  which  will  arise. 


Estimated  Population  

Total  Births  Registered  

Birth  Rate  per  1000 

Total  Deaths  Registered  

Rate  of  Mortality  per  1000  

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  

Infant  Mortality  per  1000  Births  

Deaths  from  Notifiable  Infectious 

Diseases  

Enteric  Fever  

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  under  1 year  of 
age  j 


1900. 

1936. 

36495 

44300 

1065 

688 

29.02 

15-5 

715 

529 

19.5 

11. 9 

168 

35 

165 

5i 

69 

3 

19 

none 

33 

1 
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HOUSING. 

Dating  from  January,  1934,  up  to  the  end  of  1936,  234 
houses  have  been  dealt  with  in  Clearance  Schemes,  and  209 
individually  unfit  houses  have  been  reported.  Of  the  latter,  26 
have  been  reconditioned. 

Including  the  Clearance  Areas,  a total  of  417  insanitary 
dwellings  have  been  or  shortly  will  be  demolished.  I can  con- 
ceive of  no  more  practical  and  effective  contribution  to  the  health 
of  the  district  than  the  work  your  Council  has  carried  out  in  this 
drastic  reform  of  housing  conditions,  a reform  which  will  have 
far  reaching  effects  on  the  health,  amenities  and*  prosperity  of 
the  Borough. 

There  are  many  facets  to  the  Housing  problem,  such  as  the 
cumulative  effects  arising  from  a section  of  the  population  being 
born  and  reared  amongst  unhealthy  and  debasing  surround- 
ings, and  always  an  anxiety  to  the  Health  Department.  Slum 
property  is  never  free  from  nuisance,  and  whilst  many  of  the 
dwellers  inhabiting  dilapidated  insanitary  dwellings  do  their 
best  in  spite  of  the  bad  conditions,  others  are  helpless  and  inert, 
and  seem  to  prefer  dirt  to  cleanliness,  and  stuffiness  to  fresh  air. 
There  is  the  difficulty  of  rehousing  within  the  means  of  the  dis- 
placed tenants,  objections  to  being  removed  to  the  outskirts, 
and  various  other  reasons,  but  a solution  had  to  be  found. 

In  its  essence  the  housing  problem  consists  almost  entirely 
in  the  building  of  a sufficient  number  of  npv  Rouses,  and  the 
rate  at  which  new  houses  can  be  erected  oalaffigiftes  the  rate  at 
which  unfit  houses  can  be  vacated.  There  has  been  regrettable 
delay  in  securing  demolitions  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  obtain- 
ing suitable  sites,  but  this  has  now  been  overcome,  and  the 
progress  of  building  has  been  accelerated.  The  end  of  Slum 
Clearance  Work  is  in  sight  and  future  activities  will  have  to  be 
directed  towards  the  prevention  of  its  recurrence.  So  far,  the 
general  results  have  been  good,  close,  congested,  worn  out  and 
insanitary  dwellings  have  given  place  to  more  sparsely  spread 
houses  on  higher  ground,  each  self  contained,  with  indoor 
water  supply,  bath  room,  larder,  and  separate  W.C.  This 
means  a complete  revolution  in  the  conditions  of  life  of  many 
people.  The  majority  appreciate  the  change,  and  are  living  up 
to  the  improved  conditions.  The  Council’s  rent  collector  has 
been  asked  to  report  cases  where  the  tenants  fail  to  keep  their 
houses  clean  in  spite  of  the  facilities  now  available  in  Council 
houses,  and  it  is  gratifying  to  record  that  the  complaints  have 
been  very  few  in  number. 

Since  the  housing  campaign  began,  there  are  a large  num- 
ber of  applicants  for  Council  houses,  who  have  discovered  de- 
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fects  in  their  abodes,  many  of  which  on  inspection  are  found 
to  be  of  the  most  trivial  character.  Every  case  is  investigated, 
and  when  it  is  well  founded,  steps  are  taken  to  secure  a remedy, 
but  many  are  quite  unjustifiable  and  cause  a lot  of  work  to  the 
Department,  which  interferes  with  really  necessary  duties. 

An  aspect  of  the  housing  question  which  is  now  being  dealt 
with  is  overcrowding,  particulars  of  which  will  be  found  on 
page  39,  of  the  report.  It  is  less  than  was  anticipated,  and  its 
chief  causes  are  three  in  number  : first,  one  family  being  too  big 
for  the  size  of  the  house  especially  where  there  are  only  two 
bedrooms,  second,  the  keeping  of  lodgers,  third,  grown  up 
sons  and  daughters,  married  or  unmarried  living  with  their 
parents.  The  question  of  overcrowding  will  need  periodical 
review,  in  some  cases  the  departure  of  elder  children  will  have 
abated  it,  whilst  in  others,  increases  in  number  and  ages  of 
children  will  cause  overcrowding  where  at  present  it  does  not 
exist.  The  provisions  of  the  Act  will  have  to  be  administered 
tactfully,  and  not  in  a drastic  manner.  The  really  important 
matter  is  the  abatement  of  the  grosser  forms  of  overcrowding. 

Overcrowded  families  need  larger  houses,  but  in  most  in- 
stances the  means  of  the  family  will  not  enable  them  to  pay  the 
rent  required  for  a larger  house.  This  question  of  rent  is  one 
of  great  importance,  and  needs  the  careful  consideration  of  your 
Council.  If  the  amount  paid  for  rent  is  too  high,  where  the 
family  is  large,  there  is  less  money  available  for  food,  and  the 
necessaries  of  life. 

Further  particulars  regarding  housing  will  be  found  in 
Section  D of  the  Report. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  arrangements  in  force  are  of  a very  complete  character. 
It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  public  will  avail  themselves  fully  of  the 
facilities  open  to  them,  especially  as  regards  attendances  at  the 
Ante  Natal  Clinic. 

Public  attention  is  far  too  much  concerned  with  maternal 
deaths,  and  many  women  think  that  parturition  is  a disease  and 
are  afraid.  The  risks  are  really  very  slight,  and  with  a better 
Midwifery  Service  many  will  disappear.  Pregnancy  and  par- 
turition are  normal  physiological  processes,  and  are  not 
attended  with  the  terrors  ascribed  to  them. 

Providing  that  a woman  is  in  good  health,  and  will  avail 
herself  of  the  advice  and  help  which  is  provided  for  her,  there 
is  little  need  for  anxiety. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

There  has  been  no  marked  prevalence  of  any  of  these 
diseases  during  1936,  and  particulars  of  those  notified  will  be 
found  on  pages  45-49  of  the  Report. 

Immunisation  for  Diphtheria  is  continuing,  and  is  un- 
doubtedly protective  against  a disease,  which  at  times  assumes 
an  alarming  and  fatal  character.  I hope  the  public  will  take 
the  fullest  advantage  of  the  facilities  available. 

HEALTH  SURVEY. 

During  the  year  a survey  of  the  Health  activities  of  the 
Borough  was  carried  out  by  one  of  the  Medical  Officers  of  the 
Ministry,  and  later  a communication  was  received  by  the 
Council  expressing  the  Ministry’s  approval  of  the  general 
standard  of  efficiency  of  these  services. 

In  conclusion  I thank  all  the  members  of  the  staff  of  the 
Public  Health  Department  for  their  very  willing  and  loyal  help, 
and  would  express  to  your  Health  Committee  my  deep  apprecia- 
tion of  the  courtesy  and  consideration  I have  always  received. 

I am, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  HO'LROYDE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Chatham. 

May  19th,  1937. 


Section  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA. 


Area  in  acres  43 5^ 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 

at  middle  of  1936  443°° 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  according  to  Rate  Books  1 1320 

Rateable  Value  £25158 7 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £95° 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

Chatham  is  the  centre  of  the  Medway  Towns,  and  H.M. 
Dockyard  is  the  chief  centre  of  employment.  Many  of  the  resi- 
dents find  work  in  the  adjoining  towns  at  aeroplane  works, 
cement  manufacture,  engineering  and  the  building  trades. 
There  are  many  pensioners  from  the  Navy,  Army  and  Dockyard 
and  the  residential  population  is  not  large. 


OPEN  SPACES. 

In  addition  to  the  Great  Lines  of  over  100  acres,  which  lies 
between  Chatham  and  Gillingham,  there  are  62  acres  of  open 
spaces,  and  38  acres  of  playing  fields. 


UNEMPLOYMENT. 

In  the  Medway  Area  there  has  been  a considerable  decrease 
in  the  number  of  unemployed  persons.  This  applies  to  both 
sexes. 

The  returns  for  1934,  1935,  and  1936,  at  the  end  of  Decem- 
ber in  each  year,  are  as  follows  : — 


1934 

1935 

1936 


Men. 

4073 

3113 

2034 


Women. 

400 

435 

424 


Respecting  juvenile  employment  the  following  figures  are 

Numbers  on  Register. 

Boys.  Girls. 

1935  104  343 

1936  50  1 77 

There  was  considerable  demand  for  boys  during  the  year, 
and  the  figures  indicate  improved  industrial  and  trade  condi- 
tions. 
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Average  Number  and  Cost  of  Outdoor  Relief, 
Year  ended  December  31st,  1936. 


Average  number  of  Cases  522 

Average  Weekly  cost  of  Relief  ^322  18  o 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

TiwRirth*  I Legitlmate  •••  316  329  645 

Live  Births  \ Illegitimate  ...  15  28  43 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population, 

1 5.-  5 • 

Still  Births,  28. 

Rate  per  1,000  (live  and  still)  births,  16.2. 

Males.  Females.  Total. 

Deaths  314  215  529 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population, 

1 1-9- 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Deaths. 

Puerperal  Sepsis  1 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  1 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age  : 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  35 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  29 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  6 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  66 

,,  ,,  Measles  (all  ages)  1 

,,  ,,  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  3 

,,  ,,  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  3 


There  has  been  no  excessive  or  unusual  mortality  during 
the  year,  nor  is  there  any  evidence  that  any  of  the  conditions  of 
occupation  or  environment  have  been  prejudicial  to  health. 

Unemployment  does  not  appear  to  have  exercised  any 
significant  influence  on  health  and  physique.  It  should  be 
noted  that  in  addition  to  the  deaths  of  Chatham  residents 
taking  Diace  elsewhere,  all  the  deaths  occurring  in  the  Naval  and 
Military  establishments  included  in  the  Chatham  Area  are 
credited  to  Chatham.  During  1936  there  were  27  of  these 
deaths,  several  of  which  were  due  to  an  outbreak  of  Pneumonia 
occurring  at  the  R.E.  Barracks  in  the  early  part  of  the  year. 


Rate  -per  1,000  ( live 
and  still ) births. 
1-4 
1.4 
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BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  live  births  recorded  is  688,  as  compared 
with  716  in  1935. 


DEATHS. 

There  were  529  deaths, 
they  were  : — 

1931  

1932  

1933  

1934  

1935  


During  the  previous  five  years 

598 

558 

517 

52J 

493 


The  number  of  deaths  occurring  at  different  age  groups  was 

as  follows  : — „ „ 

Difference , 


1935 ■ 

1936. 

+ or  - 

Under  1 year  

36 

35 

- 1 

1 to  5 years  

11 

12 

+ 1 

5 „ 15  

9 

8 

- 1 

15  ..  25  ,,  

20 

36 

+ ,16 

25  » 45  » 

58 

45 

- 13 

45  » 65  ,,  

133 

129 

- 4 

65  upwards  

226 

267 

+ 41 

Table  showing  deaths  during  each  month  in  each  Ward. 


03 

>> 


Month. 


% « 
& 


■C 

0 

Jh 

3 

£ 

U-d 

& 

.2 

U 


e’g 


3T3 
CL  ^ 
> 


0) 

oj  . 
rC  TJ 

O 

cO 

% 

+j 

cn 


co 

« . 
•CtJ 
O d 

"I 

4-> 


>>.2 

03  +-> 

a 3 
■o-d 


Totals. 


January  

5 

3 

5 

5 

4 

5 

17 

44 

F ebruary  

5 

6 

5 

5 

4 

1 1 

13 

49 

March  

3 

2 

3 

2 

6 

8 

19 

43 

April  

4 

2 

5 

5 

4 

10 

21 

5i 

May  

3 

5 

6 

4 

3 

4 

1 1 

36 

June  

4 

5 

5 

1 

4 

2 

14 

35 

July  

7 

2 

6 

1 

4 

7 

I X 

38 

August  

3 

8 

2 

2 

3 

2 

14 

34 

September  

3 

3 

1 

2 

6 

3 

10 

28 

October  

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

2 

6 

18 

November  

1 

4 

5 

2 

2 

4 

6 

24 

December  

4 

7 

10 

1 

8 

7 

24 

6l 

Add  Transfers  ... 

10 

3 

8 

6 

8 

9 

44 

54 

5i 

63 

37 

60 

73 

1 66 

505 

Naval  and  Medway 

deaths  credited 

to  Chatham 

27 

532 


14 

The  deaths  in  the  County  Hospital  are  apportioned  as 
follows : — 

St.  Mary’s  Ward  46 

Christ  Church  Ward  27 

Luton  Ward  26 

St.  Paul’s  Ward  23 

St.  Michael’s  Ward  22 

St.  John’s  Ward  20 


Thus  the  total  deaths  belonging  to  each  Ward  are : 


St.  Mary’s  Ward  ... 
Christ  Church  Ward 

Luton  Ward  

St.  Paul’s  Ward 
St.  Michael’s  Ward 
St.  John’s  Ward 


IOO 

or 

19.9 

per  cent. 

78 

> > 

15-5 

y y y y 

89 

> i 

17.7 

y y y y 

60 

> > 

11. 9 

y y y y 

82 

y y 

16.4 

y y y y 

93 

y y 

18.6 

y y * » 

UNCERTIFIED  DEATHS. 

These  were  9 in  number. 


CORONER’S  INQUESTS  AND  INQUIRIES. 

The  number  of  inquests  or  inquiries  on  the  deaths  of  Chat- 
ham residents  was  35,  and  of  non-residents  17. 
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TOTAL  DEATHS,  1936  S.D.30A 


Chatham  M.B. 

Causes  of  Death 

.¥. 

F. 

All  Causes 

U4 

215 

I. 

Typhoid  Fever,  etc. 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ! 

— 

1 

3- 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

1 

4- 

Whooping  Cough... 

I 

2 

5- 

Diphtheria 

2 

— 

6. 

Influenza 

5 

3 

7- 

Encephalitis  Lethargica 

— 

1 

8. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever 

1 

■ 

0. 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

24 

12 

10. 

Other  Tuberculosis 

7 

1 

1 1. 

Syphilis 

— 

1 

12. 

Gen.  Paralysis  of  Insane,  Tabes,  etc. 

1 

— 

13- 

Cancer 

36 

30 

M- 

Diabetes 

1 

5 

15- 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  etc. 

13 

16 

16. 

Heart  Disease 

9i 

72 

1 7- 

Aneurysm 

2 

— 

iS. 

Other  Circ.  Diseases 

12 

5 

19. 

Bronchitis  ... 

6 

9 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

1 1 

6 

2 1 . 

Other  Resp.  Diseases  

7 

I 

22. 

Peptic  Ulcer 

1 1 

1 

23- 

Diarrha-a  (under  2 years)  

3 

— 

24- 

Appendicitis 

3 

3 

25- 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

I 

— 

26. 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

i 

— 

2 7- 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

3 

— 

28. 

Ac.  and  Chr.  Nephritis 

7 

7 

29- 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

— 

1 

30 

Other  Puerperal  Diseases 

— 

I 

31- 

Con.  Deb.,  Prem.  Birth,  etc.  ... 

13 

8 

32. 

Senility 

4 

4 

33- 

Suicide 

5 

4 

34- 

Other  Violence  

16 

4 

35- 

Other  Defd.  Diseases  ...  

27 

16 

36. 

Ill  Defined  or  N.K.  ...  ...■ 

— 

— 

Special  Causes  (included  in  No.  35) 

— 

— 

Smallpox  ...  

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

Polio-encephalitis  ...  

— 

— 

( Total  

22 

>3 

Deaths  of  Infants  J Legitimate 

20 

9 

under  1 year  [ illegitimate 

2 

4 

( Total  

331 

357 

Live  Births  1 Legitimate 

316 

329 

( Illegitimate 

15 

28 

( Total 

1 7 

I I 

Still  Births  J Legitimate 

15 

9 

1 Illegitimate 

2 

2 

RESIDENT  POPULATION 

44,300 

General  Register  Office, 
Somerset  House,  London,  MAC.  2. 
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The  following  Table  shows  the  Birth,  Death  and  Infant 
Mortality  Rates  during  a period  of  27  years  : — • 


Period 

| Birth  Rate 
per  1,000 

Death  Rate 
per  1,000 

Infant 

Mortality  per 
1,000  births 

igio  to  igi4  (average) 

25.1 

13-4 

105 

1915  to  1919  do. 

22 

18 

97 

1920  to  1924  do. 

22. 1 

12.3 

73 

1925 

20.3 

11. 7 

63 

1926 

20.2 

13.2 

83 

1927 

21. 1 

13-9 

65 

1928 

18.01 

11. 8 

60 

1929 

1S.03 

14.2 

95 

1930 

18.5 

10.8 

43 

1931 

18 

14.4 

63 

1932 

17-5 

12.4 

60 

1933 

15. 1 

1 1-5 

61 

1934 

15.2 

11. 4 

63 

1935 

16.3 

1 1.2 

50 

1936 

15.5 

"•9 

5i 

The  next  two  Tables  show  Deaths  from  certain  groups  of 
Diseases  and  their  proportional  mortality  during  the  years 
1925-1936:  — 


Year. 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Respir- 

atory 

Diseases, 

including 

Influenza. 

Cancer. 

Diarrhoea. 

Heart  and 
Circula- 
tion. 

Total 

Deaths 

from 

all 

causes. 

1925 

8 

51 

65 

49 

O 

93 

489 

1926 

45 

48 

90 

45 

I I 

98 

536 

1927 

3 1 

35 

87 

70 

5 

133 

570 

1928 

36 

33 

65 

53 

3 

M3 

489 

1929 

30 

45 

1 16 

54 

13 

148 

593 

1930 

4 

43 

56 

55 

4 

136 

453 

1931 

23 

54 

85 

80 

5 

176 

598 

1932 

1 7 

48 

75 

53 

8 

191 

558 

1933 

3 

34 

54 

68 

4 

189 

517 

1934 

6 

54 

62 

55 

7 

184 

52i 

1935 

2 

44 

36 

80 

7 

169 

493 

1936 

3 

44 

48 

66 

3 

21 1 

529 

Percentage  of  Total  Deaths  (proportionate  mortality). 


Y ear. 

Infectious 

Diseases. 

Tuber- 

culosis. 

Respira- 

tory 

Diseases 

including 

I nfluenza. 

Cancer. 

Diarrhoea. 

Heart  and 
Circula- 
tion. 

1925 

1.6 

IO.4 

'3-3 

IO 

— 

19 

1926 

8.5 

9 

16.8 

8.4 

2 

18.3 

1927 

5-4 

6. 1 

15.2 

12.2 

0.8 

23-3 

1928 

7-3 

6.9 

'3-3 

10.8 

0.6 

29.2 

1929 

5 

7.6 

19.4 

9 

2-3 

25 

1930 

0.9 

9-5 

12.3 

12.  I 

0.9 

30 

1931 

3-8 

9 

14.2 

13-3 

0.8 

29.4 

1932 

3 

8.6 

'3-4 

9-5 

1.4 

34-2 

1933 

0.6 

6.6 

10.4 

13- 1 

0.8 

36.5 

1934 

I.  I 

10.3 

1 1.8 

10.6 

'•3 

35-3 

'935 

0.4 

9 

7-3 

. 16.3 

1.4 

34 

1936 

0.5 

8.1 

9 

12.4 

0.5 

40 
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Birth  Rates,  Death  Rates,  Analysis  of  Mortality,  Maternal 
Death  Rates  and  Case  Rates  for  certain  Infectious  Diseases  in 
the  year  1936.  (England  and  Wales,  London,  122  Great  Towns 
and  143  Smaller  Towns.)  Provisional  figures  based  on  Weekly 
and  Quarterly  Returns. 


England 

and 

Wales 

122 

County 
Boroughs  & 
Great 
Towns 
including 
London 

143 

Smaller 

Towns 

(Resident 

Populations 

25.000  to 

50.000  at 
i93i 

Census) 

London 

Adminis- 

trative 

County 

Rates  per  1,000  Population. 

Births  : — 

Live  

14.8 

14.9 

15.0 

13.6 

Still  

0.61 

0.67 

0.64 

0-53 

Deaths : — 

All  Causes  ...  ... 

1 2. 1 

12.3 

IX. 5 

12.5 

Typhoid  and  Para- 

typhoid  Fevers  ... 

0.0 1 

0.01 

— 

0.01 

Smallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles  

0.07 

0.09 

0.04 

0. 14 

Scarlet  Fever 

O.OI 

0.01 

0.01 

0.01 

Whooping  Cough... 

0.05 

0.06 

0.04 

0.06 

Diphtheria  

0.07 

0.08 

0.05 

0.05 

Influenza  

0.14 

0. 14 

0.15 

0. 14 

Violence  ...  

0.52 

0.45 

0-39 

0.52 

Notifications : — 

Smallpox  

— 

* — 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever 

2-53 

2.18 

2.48 

2.57 

Diphtheria  

1-39 

I -3 1 

1.26 

1.69 

Enteric  Fever 

0.06 

0.05 

0.06 

0.06 

Erysipelas  

0.40 

0.38 

0-35 

0.44 

Pneumonia  

1. 1 1 

1. 10 

0.96 

0.99 

Rates  per  1,000  Live  Births. 

Deaths  under  1 year 

of  age  

59 

6 3 

55 

66 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

and  Enteritis  under 

2 years  of  age 

5-9 

8.2 

3-4 

14.4 

Maternal  Mortality : — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

1.40 

Others  

2.41 

Not  available 

Total  

3.81 

Rates  per  1,000  Total  Births 

(i.e.  Live  and  Still). 

Maternal  Mortality: — 

Puerperal  Sepsis  ... 

i-34 

Others  

2.31 

Not  available 

Total  

3-65 

Notifications : — 

Puerperal  Fever  ... 

3-27 

3-46 

2.80 

3-03 

Puerperal  Pyrexia... 

9.64 

9.52 

7-57 

11. 15 

Section  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 

(a)  LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

All  bacteriological  examinations  are  carried  out  at  the 
County  Laboratory  at  Maidstone.  The  methods  adopted  are 
satisfactory  in  every  respect  and  there  is  no  delay  in  sending 
results. 

Chemical  analyses  are  performed  by  the  County  Analyst. 

(b)  AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

(1)  Infectious  Cases  are  moved  by  an  Ambulance  provided 
by  the  Joint  Hospital  Board. 

The  Council  also  possesses  a well  equipped  Ambulance, 
which  is  used  in  emergencies,  and  during  the  periodical  over- 
haul of  the  Hospital  Ambulance. 

(2)  An  Ambulance  for  the  removal  of  accidents,  and 
general  sickness  is  kept  at  the  Chief  Fire  Station,  and  operated 
by  officers  of  the  Fire  Brigade. 

The  St.  John  Ambulance  Association  also  provides  an 
Ambulance  Service.  These  services  are  most  efficiently  carried 
out,  they  are  prepared  to  go  any  distance,  are  much  in  request, 
and  are  adequate  for  the  needs  of  the  Area. 

(c)  NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

There  is  a District  Nursing  Association  employing  three 
Nurses,  who  attend  cases  at  the  request  of  the  doctor  in  attend- 
ance. They  render  very  good  service,  and  are  much  appre- 
ciated. 

The  Council  has  an  arrangement  with  the  Association  for 
the  home  nursing  of  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  Diphtheria 
and  Pneumonia. 

Normally  little  use  is  made  of  this  service,  but  should  any 
great  prevalence  of  these  diseases  occur  it  would  come  into 
operation. 

Cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  of  Puerperal  Sepsis 
are  visited  and  advised  by  the  Council’s  Health  Visitors. 
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(d)  CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

1.  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare,  Elm  House,  New  Road. 

(a)  An  Ante-natal  Clinic  held  on  the  first  Thursday  in 
each  month  at  1 1 a.m. 

Post-natal  advice  is  given  to  Mothers  attending 
with  their  infants  soon  after  parturition. 

(b)  Children  under  5 years  of  age. 

Tuesdays  and  Thursdays,  2.30  p.m. 

Fridays  (weighing  and  food  distribution  only). 

2.  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Held  on  Wednesdays,  at  2 p.m. 

3.  School  Clinics. 

Medical  Inspection. 

Wednesday  and  Saturday,  9.30  a.m. 

Minor  Ailments. 

Daily,  9.15  a.m. 

Dental. 

Monday,  1.30  p.m. 

Wednesday  and  Friday,  9.30  a.m.  to  12.30  p.m., 
1.30  to  4.30  p.m. 

The  above  are  provided  by  the  Council  and  the  Education 
Committee. 

4.  Tuberculosis  Dispensary,  13,  New  Road,  Rochester. 

Tuesday,  2 to  3 p.m.  and  5 to  6 p.m. 

Friday,  9.30  to  10.30  a.m. 

5.  Treatment  Centre  for  Venereal  Diseases,  36,  New  Road, 

Rochester. 

Tuesday  and  Thursday  for  Consultations. 

Daily  for  Treatments. 

The  two  last  are  provided  by  the  Kent  County  Council. 

HOSPITALS. 

(a)  Public. 

County  Hospital. 

This  is  a mixed  Institution,  partly  for  Poor  Law  needs  and 
partly  for  the  general  public.  It  is  not  yet  appropriated. 

It  takes  in  all  kinds  of  cases  including  Maternity  and 
Tuberculosis,  but  until  a suitable  operating  theatre  is  available 
the  surgical  work  is  limited  and  confined  to  emergencies. 
Additional  accommodation  is  now  being  provided. 

The  Wards  are  spacious  and  well  equipped. 
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The  present  allocation  of  beds  is  as  follows : — 


Male. 

Female. 

General  Medical  

80 

82 

General  Surgical  

32 

30 

Chronic  Sick  

44 

64 

Children  

29 

Maternity  

16 

Tuberculosis  

H 

12 

Mentals  (Female  only) 

57 

Isolation  

8 

Cases  of  Venereal  Disease, 

Idiocy, 

Puerperal 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum,  and  Crippling  defects  are  admitted, 
but  no  special  beds  are  allotted. 

(b)  Voluntary. 

St.  Bartholomew’s  Hospital,  Rochester. 

A General  Hospital  containing  126  beds,  thus  classified  : — 


Surgical  65 

Medical  26 

Children  23 

Ophthalmic  8 

Orthopaedic  4 


There  are  14  beds  reserved  for  paying  patients. 

Additional  buildings  are  being  erected,  which  will  provide 
50  more  beds.  An  additional  Operating  Theatre,  provided 
with  the  latest  type  of  equipment  is  now  in  use,  and  an  exten- 
sion of  the  Nurses  Home  is  nearly  completed. 

There  is  a large  Out-patients’  Department,  and  special 
departments  for  Ophthalmic,  Throat,  Ear  and  Nose,  and 
Orthopaedic  Cases,  together  with  a Laboratory,  Electrical  and 
X-Ray  installation. 

Facilities  for  the  treatment  of  Cancer  by  Radium  are  pro- 
vided. 

A working  arrangement  regarding  the  transfer  of  Cases 
from  one  Institution  to  the  other  has  been  effected  with  the 
County  Hospital. 

The  increased  accommodation  at  both  these  Institutions 
should  go  far  towards  securing  earlier  treatment  for  cases  which 
now  swell  the  waiting  lists. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

(a)  Midwifery  and  Maternity  Services. 

Ten  Midwives  are  practising  in  Chatham.  Some  of  these 
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attend  cases  outside  the  Borough,  and  Midwives  resident  in 
Rochester  and  Gillingham  attend  cases  in  Chatham. 

No  Midwives  are  maintained  or  subsidised  by  the  Council. 
In  necessitous  cases  Midwives’  fees  are  paid  by  the  Council. 
The  number  of  cases  in  which  the  fees  were  paid  during  1936 
was  23. 

The  Royal  Naval  and  Marine  Maternity  Home  admits  cases 
at  reduced  fees  if  recommended  by  your  Medical  Officer.  The 
number  so  admitted  during  the  year  was  30,  in  addition  to  77 
cases  from  Chatham,  who  paid  the  usual  fees. 

The  Council  gives  an  annual  donation  of  ^50  to  this  very 
valuable  Institution. 

There  are  16  beds  for  Maternity  at  the  County  Hospital. 

(b)  Institutional  Provision  for  Mothers  and  Children. 

For  cases  of  acute  illness  needing  Institutional  care  beds 
are  available  at  the  Voluntary  Hospital  and  at  the  County 
Hospital. 

If  convalescent  care  is  needed  it  is  secured  at  a suitable 
Institution,  and  a Cot  Fund  is  available. 

The  Salvation  Army  and  the  Rochester  Diocesan  Society 
receive  unmarried  mothers  in  their  homes. 

(c)  Health  Visitors. 

There  are  three.  Details  of  their  work  will  be  found  in 
succeeding  pages. 

(d)  Infant  Life  Protection  (Part  I of  the  Children  Act,  1908,  as 

Amended  by  the  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932). 

The  requirements  of  this  Act,  which  extends  to  children 
under  the  age  of  9 years,  who  are  received  for  payment,  necessi- 
tates frequent  inspections  to  see  that  the  premises  are  suitable, 
and  that  the  children  are  properly  cared  for. 

The  three  Health  Visitors  act  as  Infant  Protection  Visitors. 
At  the  end  of  1936  there  were  nine  persons  receiving  chil- 
dren for  reward,  and  the  number  of  boarded-out  children  was 
nine. 

The  number  of  visits  paid  was  73. 

(e)  Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

A few  defects  such  as  curved  tibia,  flat  foot,  congenital 
club  foot,  have  been  seen  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Orthopaedic  Department  at  St.  Bartholomew’s 
Hospital.  Should  any  crippling  defects  come  to  the  notice  of 
the  Health  Visitors,  they  are  instructed  to  report,  in  order  that 
early  treatment  may  be  secured. 
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NURSING  HOMES  REGISTRATION  ACT,  1927. 

There  are  two  Nursing  Homes  on  the  Register,  one  being 
for  maternity  cases  only. 

The  other  takes  medical,  surgical  and  maternity  cases. 
Both  are  suitably  equipped  and  managed. 


NOTIFICATION  OF  BIRTHS  ACTS,  1907-1915. 


Live  Births  notified 

... 

688 

Still  Births 

28 

No.  attended  by  Midwives 

• • • 

568 

No.  attended  by  Doctors  and  Institutions 

148 

HOME  VISITING. 

Expectant  Mothers. 

First  Visits 

142 

Total  Visits 

281 

Children  under  1 year  of  age. 

First  Visits 

705 

Total  Visits  ... 

4013 

Children  between  the  ages  of  1 and  5 years. 

First  Visits 

20 

Total  Visits 

4867 

The  number  of  visits  to  children  between  i and  5 years 
has  been  increased.  The  routine  is  now  as  follows:  — 

From  1 to  2 years — every  2 months. 

From  2 to  3 years — every  3 months. 

From  3 to  5 years — every  6 months. 

FEEDING  OF  INFANTS. 

Feeding  of  Infants  during  the  first  Visit  of  the  Health  Visitor. 
Breast  only  ...  ...  ...  608 

Breast  and  Bottle  ...  ...  40 

Bottle  only  ...  ...  53 

WORKING  MOTHERS. 

1 he  number  employed  at  some  period  of  pregnancy  was 
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Factories  ...  ...  ...  11 

Own  Shop  ...  ...  ...  16 

Field  Work  ...  ...  ...  61 

Laundry  ...  ...  ...  7 

Domestic  Work  ...  ...  8 

Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  14 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1936 


Causes  of  Death 

Under  i .week 

i-2  weeks 

in 

rX 

CD 

CD 

CO 

i 

N 

3- 4 weeks 

Total  under 

4 weeks 

4 weeks  and 
under  3 months 

3-6  months 

6-q  months 

*) 

c 

c 

0 

s 

1 

O 

Total  deaths 
under  1 year 

Measles  



— 



— 

1 

— 

— 

— 



Whooping  Cough  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

. 

— 

— 

Diphtheria  

— 

Tuberculous  Meningitis... 
Meningitis  (Non- 

2 

2 

Tubercular)  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Convulsions  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Bronchitis  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

9 

5 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

Syphilis  

— 

- 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Rickets  

Suffocation  (overlaying) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ■ 

— 

— 

— 

Injury  at  Birth  

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Atelectasis  

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Congenital  Malformation 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

J 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Premature  Birth  

11 

1 

— 

1 

13 

— 

— 

— 

13 

Atrophy,  Debility  

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

-■ 

— 

— 

1 

Marasmus  

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

Other  Causes  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— ““ 

Totals 

15 

2 

3 

2 

22 

5 

9 

3 

2 

34 

CAUSES  OF  STILL  BIRTHS. 

The  following  causes  are  found  : — - 

Premature  Births 
Placenta  Prdfevia 
Syphilis 

Ante-partum  Plaemorrhage 
Prolonged  Labour 
Faulty  Presentations... 
Twin  Labour  ... 
Strangulation  by  Cord 
Obscure 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 


New  Cases  : 


Infants  under  1 year 

...  366 

1 to  5 years  ... 

85 

Expectant  Mothers  ... 

81 

ices  : — 

Infants  under  1 year 

...  4635 

1 to  5 years  ... 

•••  1753 

6 1 cases  were  referred  to  the  Hospital  for  treatment,  and  37 
children  of  pre-school  age  were  treated  by  the  School  Dentist. 
The  hospital  cases  included  Clubfoot,  Naevi,  and  Phimosis. 
Minor  defects  were  referred  to  the  Minor  Ailments  Clinic. 


ANTE-NATAL  CLINIC. 

This  is  held  at  Elm  House  on  the  first  Thursday  in  each 
month. 

81  expectant  mothers  attended  for  the  first  time. 

1 go  attendances  were  made. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Deaths  occurring  during  pregnancy  and  childbirth  are 
investigated  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

There  were  two  during  the  year,  one  being  from  an  inter- 
current disease  occurring  during  the  course  of  the  pregnancy. 

SUPPLY  OF  DRIED  MILK,  ETC. 

This  is  suppied  at  cost  price,  and  a considerable  quantity 
is  issued  free  or  at  reduced  cost  to  necessitous  cases.  16,019 
packets  were  issued  during  the  year. 

INSPECTION  OF  WOMEN’S  SANITARY  CONVENIENCES. 

The  Senior  Health  Visitor  paid  igo  visits  for  this  purpose. 


The  Council’s  arrangements  for  supervising  the  health  of 
children  from  birth  to  5 years  of  age,  and  of  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  are  as  follows  : — 

1.  The  visiting  of  children  in  their  homes. 

2.  The  provision  of  Dried  Milk  and  Cod  Liver  Oil  at  cost  price, 

or  at  a reduced  rate,  or  free  to  expectant  and  nursing 
mothers  and  infants. 

3.  The  provision  of  Sterilized  Maternity  Outfits. 

4.  Dental  Treatment. 
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5.  Treatment  of  Minor  Ailments  such  as  Impetigo,  Discharg- 

ing Ears,  etc. 

6.  Hospital  treatment  for  more  complicated  cases. 

7.  Visiting  of  cases  of  Puerperal  Sepsis,  and  Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

8.  A Mothercraft  Centre. 

9.  An  Ante-Natal  Clinic. 

10.  The  payment  of  Midwives’  Fees  in  necessitous  cases. 

11.  Maternity  beds  at  the  Royal  Naval  and  Marine  Maternity 

Home,  and  the  County  Hospital.  Fees  are  according  to 
patients’  means. 

12.  Investigation  of  Maternal  Deaths. 

INFANT  LIFE  PROTECTION  (Part  I,  Children  Act,  1908, 
Amended  by  Children  and  Young  Persons  Act,  1932). 

At  the  end  of  1936  there  were  9 persons  on  the  Register 
who  receive  children  for  reward.  The  number  of  children 
registered  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  91.  The  Health  Visitors 
act  as  Visitors  under  the  Act,  and  paid  73  visits  during  the  year. 
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Section  C. 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 

WATER. 

This  is  supplied  by  the  Chatham  and  District  Water  Com- 
pany from  deep  borings  into  the  chalk  formation,  supplemented 
by  a small  supply  from  the  lower  greensand.  There  has  been 
no  recent  extension  of  mains. 

One  source  of  supply  is  chlorinated.  The  supply  is  satis- 
factory both  in  quality  and  in  quantity. 

Quarterly  chemical  and  bacteriological  analysis  are  made. 

Subjoined  are  the  results  of  five  analyses  taken  recently  : — 


(0  (2)  (3)  (4)  (5) 

Organisms  per  less  than  less  than  less  than  less  than 

C.C.  at  20°  C.  2 i i I i 

Organisms  per  less  than  less  than  less  than  less  than 

C.C.  at  37.50 

C i i i 3 i 


Coliform  organisms  were  absent  from  50  c.c.  of  all  five 
samples. 

The  analyses  indicate  a satisfactory  drinking  water. 

RAINFALL  DURING  1936. 

I am  indebted  to  W.  Coles  Finch,  Esq.,  for  the  following 
figures  taken  at  Luton  Waterworks.  85  O.D. 


Month  Depth  in  inches 

January  ...  ...  ...  4.63 

February  ...  ...  ...  1.60 

March  ...  ...  ...  ,g6 

April  1.54 

May  ...  ...  ...  .44 

June  ...  ...  ...  4.44 

July  2.68 

August  ...  ...  ...  1 . 1 2 

September  ...  ...  2.32 

October  ...  ...  ...  2.22 

November  ...  ...  ...  4.16 

December  ...  ...  ...  1.87 


Total  for  12  months...  27.98  inches. 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS. 

Shows  a considerable  degree  of  hardness,  as  much  as  3.16 
temporary  and  2.86  permanent. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  Outfall  Works  are  at  iMotney  Hill,  Rainham,  and  the 
scheme  includes  the  three  Medway  Towns. 

In  Chatham  9,533  houses  are  connected. 

A Relief  Sewer  for  storm  water  and  an  extension  for  the 
drainage  of  new  houses  is  now  being  constructed. 

The  sewage  at  the  Outfall  Works  is  treated  by  Tank  Settle- 
ment only,  owing  to  the  very  large  dilution  of  the  effluent. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  Medway  is  a tidal  stream,  and  inevitably  undergoes 
pollution  during  its  course,  but  no  local  action  is  taken. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

The  majority  are  now  connected  with  the  Main  Drainage 
System,  and  there  are  none  on  the  Conservancy  System  in  the 
town  proper.  In  the  outlying  semi-rural  areas  there  are  a few 
earth  or  pail  closets. 

Particulars  are  given  in  the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  statement. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

General  public  cleansing  of  street  gullies,  household  and 
trade  refuse  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Engineer’s  Depart- 
ment. In  the  central  parts  of  the  town  there  is  a daily  removal, 
in  other  parts  twice  weekly. 

Disposal  is  by  controlled  tipping,  and  what  was  formerly 
an  unsightly,  foul  smelling  and  rat  breeding  dump  is  now 
devoid  of  nuisance. 

I regret  that  I cannot  write  so  favourably  of  domestic  stor- 
age. The  majority  of  the  receptacles  in  use  and  put  out  on 
pavements  are  eminently  unsuitable,  and  no  credit  to  the 
Borough.  Action  to  prohibit  these  makeshifts  and  to  insist  on 
the  use  of  suitable  bins  is  much  needed. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

This  Act  is  administered  continuously  during  the  year. 

The  majority  of  rodents  destroyed  were  at  the  Corporation 
Refuse  Shoot,  but  the  change  to  controlled  tipping  has  been 
much  less  favourable  to  the  rat  population,  as  shown  by  the  com- 
parative figures  for  1935  and  1936. 
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No.  of 

rats 

caught 

in  dwelling  houses  

1935- 

89 

1936. 

92 

y y 

> > 

> > 

in  shops,  stores,  etc 

at  Bradfields  Wood  Bank... 

123 

1 16 

> y 

y J 

> > 

425 

478 

y y 

y y 

y y 

at  Corporation  Refuse  Shoot 

2793 

981 

y y 

y y 

y y 

at  adjoining  allotments 

55 

106 

Totals  

3435 

1773 

The  Rat  Catcher  worked  233  days. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

The  Sanitary  requirements  of  shops,  adequate  ventilation, 
and  temperature  are  looked  after  by  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment, and  359  visits  have  been  paid  during  the  year. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

No  nuisance,  and  no  action. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  public  or  privately  owned  baths  in  Chatham,  a 
defect  which  will,  I trust,  be  remedied  before  long. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

The  interest  now  taken  in  regard  to  this  pest  may  be  an 
indication  of  a new  spirit  amongst  the  population,  for  until  the 
process  of  Slum  Clearance  began  it  appears  to  have  been 
tolerated  without  comment.  Its  habits  and  habitations  are  such 
that  its  eradication  is  very  difficult,  and  various  methods  and 
agents  are  advocated  for  this  purpose. 

(1)  During  1936,  22  Council  houses  were  found  to  be  in- 
fested, and  25  other  houses;  total  47.  All  these  were  dis- 
infected. 

(2)  The  methods  employed  are  the  fumigation  of  rooms  by 
sulphur,  a much  easier  task  in  an  unoccupied  house.  An  excess 
quantity  of  sulphur  is  used,  and  it  is  advisable  to  repeat  the  pro- 
cess in  10  to  14  days  in  order  that  the  larvae,  hatched  in  the 
interval  from  eggs  which  may  have  escaped  destruction  at  the 
first  fumigation  may  be  destroyed.  In  some  cases  it  is  neces- 
sary to  remove  picture  rails  and  skirting  boards,  and  to  strip 
infested  paper  from  the  walls.  Important  adjuncts  to  fumiga- 
tion are  the  use  of  a painter’s  blow  lamp,  and  scrubbing  with 
hot  water,  soap  and  soda.  Bedding  is  removed  to  the  steam 
disinfector. 
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Respecting  the  belongings  of  tenants  removed  from  in- 
fested houses  to  Council  houses,  it  is  customary  to  arrange  for 
all  moveable  articles  to  be  taken  to  the  Sanitary  Depot,  and 
there  treated  as  above  described. 

The  work  is  carried  out  entirely  by  the  Local  Authority. 

Although  the  eradication  of  bugs  once  established  in  a 
house  is  difficult,  the  fact  remains  that  their  presence  is  in- 
variably associated  with  lack  of  cleanliness,  and  that  they  can 
be  prevented  by  'the  practice  of  methodical  and  rigorous  house 
cleaning.  Much  destruction  can  be  effected  by  the  use  of  soap 
and  water  and  a scrubbing  brush. 


SENIOR  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT  FOR  1936. 

Dear  Sir, 

I beg  to  tender  my  Report  of  the  work  of  the  Public  Health 
Department  during  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1936. 

DRAINAGE  CONNECTIONS  TO  THE  CORPORATION 
SEWERS. 

496  house  drains  were  connected  to  the  Corporation  Sewers 
during  the  year,  making  a total  number  of  9,593  or  84%  houses 
now  connected  within  the  Borough. 

The  following  are  the  details  connected  with  the  drainage 


work  : — 

Drains  of  old  buildings  relaid  109 

Drains  of  old  buildings  part  relaid  41 

Inspection  Chambers  and  Covers  provided  17 1 

Inspection  Chambers  reconstructed  16 

New  W.C.’s  provided  114 

New  flushing  cisterns  73 

New  sinks  .' 44 

New  sink  waste  pipes  89 

New  W.  C.  structures  28 

New  W.C.  floors  85 

New  yards  36 

New  yard  gullies  145 

Privies  converted  to  water  closets  26 

Sink  waste  repaired  5 

Vent  shafts  provided  ; 57 

Vent  shafts  repaired,  highered,  etc 6 

W.C.  structures  repaired  10 

W.C.  floors  repaired  22 

Yards  repaired  74 

Miscellaneous  1.16 
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CESSPOOL  WORK. 

There  were  8gg  applications  to  empty  cesspools,  many  were 
due  to  drainage  work.  853  loads  of  liquid  sewage  and  614 
loads  of  night  soil  were  removed.  546  choked  drains  were 
cleared. 

COWSHEDS  AND  DAIRIES. 

There  are  g Registered  Cowkeepers  and  ig  Registered  Cow- 
sheds, two  of  the  latter  are  in  disuse.  There  is  one  Producer  of 
Accredited  Milk,  2 Wholesale  producers  of  Ordinary  Milk,  1 
Purveyor  of  Pasteurised  Milk,  22  Purveyors  of  Ordinary  Milk, 
141  Purveyors  of  Sterilised  Bottled  Milk.  478  visits  of  inspec- 
tion were  made  to  these  places.  20  Notices  were  served  to 
cleanse  and  13  Notices  were  served  to  repair. 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Seven  Registered  and  one  licensed  slaughterhouses  are  in 
the  Borough,  to  which  2,4gi  visits  were  made.  The  slaughter- 
houses have  been  well  kept.  I append  the  list  of  unsound  meat 
and  other  foods  surrendered  during  the  year. 


UNSOUND  FOOD  SURRENDERED,  1936. 

Bovine  carcases  and  offals  ...  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  16 

,,  Forequarters  ...  ,,  ...  ...  6 

,,  Hindquarters  ...  ,,  ...  ...  1 

,,  Lungs  ,,  123 

,,  Livers  ...  ...  ,,  ...  ...  18 

,,  Heads  and  Tongues  ,,  ...  ...  70 

,,  Stomachs  ...  ...  ,,  ...  ...  4 

,,  Diaphragms  ...  . ,,  ...  ...  5 

,,  Mesenteries  ...  ,,  ...  ...  6 

,,  Intestines  ...  ...  ,,  ...  ...  7 

,,  Spleens  ...  ...  ,,  ...  ...  1 

,,  Udders  ...  ...  ,,  ...  ...  2 

Pig  carcases  and  offals  ...  ,,  ...  ...  6 

;,  Heads  ...  ...  ,,  ...  ...  I4g 

,,  Lungs  ,,  35 

Livers  ,,  34 

,,  Spleens  ,,  3 

,,  Mesenteries  ...  ...  ,,  ...  ...  5 

,,  Intestines  ...  ...  ,,  ...  ...  5 

,,  Stomachs  ...  ...  ,,  ...  ...  5 

Bovine  carcase  ...  ...  Inflammatory  Condition  1 

,,  Livers  ...  ...  Cirrhosis  ...  ...  6 

, , , , ...  ...  Abscess  ...  ...  11 
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Bovine  carcase 

Cavernous  Angioma  ... 

8. 

J > > > • • • 

...  Distomatosis  ... 

4 

,,  Heads  and  Tongues  Abscess 

2 

y » y y y y > y 

Actinomycosis 

3 

Forequarters  of  Beef 

. ..  Acute  Pleurisy 

1 

Bovine  lungs 

...  Pleurisy 

2 

y y y y • • • 

...  Abscess 

4 

,,  Stomach  and 

Intestines 

...  Peritonitis 

1 

, , Spleen 

.. . Abcess 

1 

,,  Diaphragms 

...  Abscess 

2 

,,  Kidney 

...  Cystic  ... 

1 

Sheep  carcases 

Dropsy  & Emaciation 

14 

,,  Carcase 

...  Peritonitis 

1 

,,  Carcase 

...  Bruised 

1 

,,  Liver 

...  Distomatosis  ... 

20’ 

,,  Liver 

...  Cystic 

9 

,,  Lungs 

Pneumonia 

1 

,,  Liver 

...  Strongylus  Rufescens  . 

5 

, , Lungs 

...  Strongylus  Rufescens  . 

1 

Lungs 

...  Abscess 

1 

Pig  carcases 

...  Fevered 

8 

,,  Carcases 

...  Jaundice 

1 

,,  Plucks 

...  Inflammation  ... 

1 

,,  Plucks 

...  Echinococcus  Cysts  ... 

2 

,,  Plucks 

...  Cirrhosis 

7 

,,  Plucks 

...  Pleurisy 

1 

,,  Livers 

Cirrhosis 

33 

,,  Lungs 

...  Pneumonia 

6 

,,  Lungs 

Pleurisy 

9 

,,  Lungs 

Congestion 

6 

DECOMPOSITION. 

79  boxes  Fish ; 35  parcels  Beef;  7 tins  Corned  Beef ; 67  Pigs’ 
Plucks;  5 tins  Miscellaneous  Footstuffs;  3 Pigs’  Livers;  12  tins 
Lambs’  Livers;  1 Calf  Carcase;  2 crates  Cauliflowers;  18  Bovine 
Livers;  I pail  Dripping;  1 box  Tripe;  68  Rabbits;  2 legs  Pork; 
581  lbs.  Miscellaneous  Foodstuffs;  43  Chickens. 

6 Hindquarters  Meat — Bone  Taint. 

2 Forequarters  Beef — Bone  Taint. 

1 Lamb  Carcase — Bruising. 

Total  weight — 13  tons,  5 cwts.  1 qr.  3 lbs. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  18  bakehouses,  10  are  factory  bakehouses  and  8 
are  workshop  bakehouses.  2 of  these  are  underground,  one  of 
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the  latter  is  in  disuse,  79  visits  of  inspection  were  made  to 
these  bakehouses.  8 Notices  were  served  to  cleanse  and  5 
Notices  were  served  to  repair. 

FISH  OFFAL  COLLECTION. 

Fish  Offal  is  collected  from  13  shops.  There  are  no  fish 
stalls  now  in  the  market.  The  usual  charge  of  2/-  a bin  is 
charged,  the  Offal  being  collected  daily. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

The  following  cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  were  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital: — Diphtheria  23,  Scarlet  Fever  31.  Of 
the  books  taken  from  infected  premises,  16  belonged  to  the 
Public  Library,  6 from  Private  Libraries  and  2 were  School 
Books.  176  loads  of  bedding  were  disinfected.  4 Notices  were 
•served  where  disrepairs  were  found,  and  one  Notice  served  to 
cleanse.  No  outwork  was  found  in  any  of  the  infected  houses. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

6 Common  Lodging  Houses  are  on  the  Register.  3 are 
situated  on  the  Brook,  1 in  Fair  Row,  and  2 in  Whittaker 
Square.  30  visits  of  Inspection  were  made.  7 Notices  were 
served  to  repair  and  2 Notices  served  'to  cleanse.  These 
premises  are  kept  in  very  fair  condition. 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  are  30  Houses  let  in  Lodgings  on  the  Register.  To 
these  63  visits  were  made.  One  Notice  was  served  to  repair  and 
one  Notice  to  cleanse. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

24  Fish  Friers,  2 Knacker  Yards,  3 Old  Metal  Dealers,  4 
Marine  Store  Dealers,  and  1 Gut  Scraper  are  registered.  66 
visits  of  Inspection  were  made.  5 Notices  were  served  to 
cleanse  and  1 Notice  served  to  repair. 

MORTUARY. 

22  Bodies  were  removed  to  the  Mortuary,  15  were  Males, 
5 Females,  and  2 were  children.  There  were  1 5 Post  Mortems. 
One  body  was  buried  at  the  expense  of  the  Parish. 

CONTAGIOUS  DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

One  Notice,  Form  D,  was  served,  which  prohibited  the 
movement  of  animals  on  or  off  certain  farms.  These  Notices 
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were  served  on  the  13th  January,  and  were  withdrawn  on  the 
24th  January.  These  instructions  were  by  order  of  the  Boards 
Officer.  No  cases  of  Swine  Fever  were  reported  during  the  year. 

CATTLE  TUBERCULOSIS  ORDER,  1925. 

3 Cases  of  suspected  Tuberculosis  in  Milch  Cows  was 
reported  by  the  County  Council  from  two  different  Dairy  Farms. 
The  market  value  of  the  animals  before  slaughter  were  £ 20  and 
;£i8.  These  two  animals  were  found  not  to  be  affected  with 
advanced  Tuberculosis.  75%  of  the  value  were  paid  for  the 
animals.  The  third  cow’s  market  value  before  slaughter  was 
£16.  This  cow  was  found  to  be  affected  with  advanced  Tuber- 
culosis, the  owner  getting  25%  of  its  market  value. 

The  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries  pay  75%  of  the 
cost  of  the  animals  found  to  be  affected  and  the  Local  Authori- 
ties pay  25%  of  the  market  value. 

NOTICES  SERVED. 

Preliminary  Notices  446 

Statutory  Notices.  Section  94  P.H. A. , 1875  134 

Statutory  Notices.  Section  ig  H.T.P.A.,  1930  47 

Under  Bye-laws  — 

VISITS  MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 


Restaurants  

Drainage  and  subsequent  visits  

Repairs  and  subsequent  visits  

Housing  Acts  

Miscellaneous  

12 

261 

2118 

3q6 

Slaughterhouses  

Houses  let  in  lodgings  

Common  Lodging  Houses  

Fish  Friers  

2491 

63 

30 

C I 

Marine  Stores  

Knackers  Yard  

7 

c 

Gut  Factory  

7 

Cowsheds  

Milk  Shops  

Workshops  

IOO 

378 

I 50 

Outworkers  

Bakehouses  

M3 

70 

Houses,  1st  Visit  

Ice  Crearn  Vendors  

Public  Conveniences  

648 

3 a 

1 c 

Contagious  Diseases  of  Animals  Acts  

34 

34 


Market  7 

Stables  58 

Courts  and  Alleys  3 

Piggeries  .. , 15 

Infectious  Diseases  143 

Tuberculosis  145 

Overcrowding  4 

Bedding  and  Disinfection  73 

Unsound  Food  and  Cold  Store  115 

Food  Shops  55 

Schools  37 

Cesspools  42 

Verminous  Premises  196 

Council  House  Applicants  22 

Rats  Order  IQ 

Gipsy  Encampment  41 

Refuse  Heaps  and  Accumulations  iS 

Shops  304 

Allotments  1 

Storm  Flooding  45 


Total  ...  13206 


NUISANCES  ABATED,  1936. 

Accumulation  of  Refuse  removed,  etc. 

Broken  W.C.  pans  replaced  

Ceilings  Whitened  

Ceilings  Repaired  

Cesspool  Covers  repaired  or  sealed  .. 

Cesspools  Filed  up  

Chimney  Pots  replaced  

Chimney  Stacks  repaired  

Choked  Drains  cleared  

Coppers  repaired  or  rebuilt  

Doors  or  Frames  repaired  

Doors  provided  or  renewed  

Drainage  of  old  Buildings  relaid  

Drains  repaired  

Drains  ventilated  

Firegrates  renewed  

Firegrates  repaired  

Floors  repaired  

Flushing  Cisterns  repaired  

Flushing  Cisterns  provided  

Flues  repaired  or  provided  

Cutters  or  Downpipes  cleared  


48 
6 

169 

129 

9 

r 

3 

r* 

0 

40 

554 

49 
80 
28 

109 
1 1 
10 
2S 

55 

155 

32 

2 

; 

24 
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Gutters  or  Downpipes  repaired  or  rehung I I I 

Gutters  or  Downpipes  provided  36 

Inspection  Covers  provided  4 

Inspection  Cits  provided  1 

Interiors  Cleansed  220 

Keeping  Animals  in  unfit  state  2 

Manure  Pits  provided  3 

Manure  Pits  repaired  2 

Door  Locks  or  Fasteners  mended  21 

Overcrowding  abated  1 

Privy  Structures  repaired  2 

Privy  Structures  demolished  2 

Roofs  repaired  231 

Sashcords  repaired  or  provided  85 

Sashfasteners  repaired  g 

Sinks  provided  or  renewed  16 

Sink  Waste  Pipes  repaired  or  provided  30 

Stables  drained  I 

Sanitary  Dustbins  provided  7 

Stairs,  treads  or  steps  repaired  42 

Walls  repaired  272 

Weatherboarding  or  external  walls  repaired  ...  127 

W.C.  Seats  or  Risers  repaired  or  provided  8 

Window  Frames,  Sashes,  Sills,  etc.,  repaired  or 

provided  263 

Windows  reglazed  24 

Yard  paving  repaired  40 

Yard  Gully  Grills  provided  4 

Yard  Gullies  renewed  or  repaired  7 

W.C.  Structures  rebuilt  *. 6 

Verminous  Bedding  or  premises  cleansed  15 

Drains  connected  to  the  Corporation  Sewer  . . . 496 

Houses  reconditioned  1 1 

Miscellaneous  127 

W.  HUGHES, 

Senior  Sanitary  Inspector . 

SCHOOLS. 

The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supply  of  the  Schools  is 
satisfactory.  Regular  inspections  are  made,  and  defects  are 
promptly  remedied. 

For  preventing  the  spread  of  infectious  disease  the  pro- 
cedure recommended  in  the  Board  of  Education  Memorandum 
on  Closure  and  Exclusion  from  School  is  followed. 
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FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces,  Laundries  and  Homework. 

1. — Inspection. 


Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector  or 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


Number 

of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  (Including  Factory  Laun- 
dries)   

S3 

10 

Workshops  (Including  Workshop 
Laundries)  

138 

13 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises  in  Part  3 of  this  report) 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

221 

23 

— 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  defects 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Referred  to 
H.M.  Inspector 

Prosecutions 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : 
Want  of  cleanliness  

14 

14 

Want  of  ventilation 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Want  of  Drainage  of  floors  

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  Nuisances  

6 

5 



— 

Sanitary  f Insufficient  

1 

1 

— 



Accommo-  -j  Unsuitable  or  Defective 

2 

2 

— 

— 

dation  [ Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

— 



— 

— 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Act : 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
house   

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  

Other  offences  (excluding  offences  relat- 
ing to  outwork  which  are  not  in- 
cluded in  Part  3 of  this  report) 

— 

— 



— 

Total 

23 

22 

— 

— 
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3 . — Homework . 


Wearing 

Apparel 

making. 

etc. 

Outworkers  Lists 

Notices  served  on  occupiers 

as  to  keeping  or  sending 

lists 

Outwork  in 
Unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Outwork  in 
infected 
premises 

Sending  once  in 
the  year 

Sending  twice  in 
the  year 

Instances 

Notices  served 

Instances 

Notices  served 

Lists 

Contractors 

53 

£ 

L* 

o 

£ 

Lists 

Contractors 

Workmen 

Total  ... 

— 

— 

— 

12 

6 

156 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

12 

6 

156 

9 

— 

— 

— 

' — 

4. — Registered  Workshops. 


Class 

Number 

Tenement  Workshops  

Workshop  Bakehouses  

8 

Domestic  Workshops  

16 

Laundries  (Workshops) 

2 

Other  Workshops  

55 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register  ... 

Si 

5. — Other  Matters. 


Class 

N umber 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories:  — 
Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 
shops Acts  

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as 
remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not 
under  the  Factory  and  Workshops  Acts:  — 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  

— 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 

— 

Other  matters  

— 

Underground  Bakehouses:  — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year  

i 
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Section  D. 


HOUSING. 

I.  INSPECTION  OF  DWELLINGHOUSES. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellinghouses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 

Housing  Acts)  927 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  'that  purpose  1469 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under 

the  preceding  heading)  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  'Housing 


Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  142 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  1784 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  found  to  be  in  a state 

so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 
unfit  for  human  habitation  S3. 

(4)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head- 
ing) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  59 


II.  REMEDY  OF  DEFECTS  WITHOUT  SERVICE  OF 

FORMAL  NOTICES. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling  houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  Informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers  209 

III.  ACTION  UNDER  STATUTORY  POWERS. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18,  and  23  of 
the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 
which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were 

rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  Notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  — 
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B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

i)  Humber  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 


which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  134 

2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal 
notices : — 

(a)  By  owners  133 


(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 
owners  

C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  ig  and  21  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1930:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made...  47 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished 

in  pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  16 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1930:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Clos- 
ing Orders  were  made  — - 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Clos- 
ing Orders  were  determined — the  tene- 
ment or  room  having  been  rendered  lit  — * 

Total  number  of  houses  owned  by  the  Local 


Authority  694 

IV.  HOUSING  ACT,  1935.  OVERCROWDING. 

(a)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  188 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  278 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  1245 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  none 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  29 

'2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ... 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses 


have  again  become  overcrowded  after  the 
Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for  the 
abatement  of  overcrowding. 
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(e)  Other  particulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding  upon 
which  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  may  consider 
it  desirable  to  report : — 

With  regard  to  the  relief  of  overcrowding  under  (c)  above, 
it  should  be  noted  that  only  7 are  included  in  the  overcrowded 
private  dwellings.  The  other  22  had  been  dealt  with  by  re- 
movals, from  Clearance  Areas,  or  individually  unfit  houses. 

The  overcrowding  survey  entailed  a preliminary  house  to 
house  visitation  of  all  working  class  houses,  and  was  directed  to 
three  points : — 

(a)  Whether  empty. 

(b)  If  occupied,  the  number  of  families,  and  persons  in  each 
family. 

(c)  Number  of  rooms  occupied  by  each  family. 

This  preliminary  survey  began  on  December  2nd,  1935, 
and  was  completed  on  February  6th,  1936. 

10,524  houses,  including  516  Council  houses  were  visited. 

Of  the  houses  owned  by  the  Council  28  were  overcrowded, 
and  of  other  houses  ,160.  Total,  188.  Percentage  1.8.  Much 
smaller  than  was  anticipated. 

The  work  of  measuring  up  rooms  necessitated  additional 
help,  and  temporary  assistants  have  been  employed. 

After  the  completion  of  the  first  survey  the  work  of  measur- 
ing up  rooms  in  order  to  furnish  information  to  landlords  for 
insertion  in  rent  books  was  commenced,  and  is  now  completed. 

By  this  means  records  are  being  compiled  which  not  only 
show  existing  overcrowding,  but  indicate  families  which, 
though  not  at  present  overcrowded,  may  become  so  by  reason 
of  extra  births,  or  the  growing  up  of  children. 

The  average  overcrowded  family,  for  economic  reasons, 
generally  occupies  smaller  accommodation  than  the  uncrowded 
family. 

Thus  the  larger  the  family  'the  greater  the  difficulty. 
Large  families  cannot  afford  the  rent  of  large  houses,  and  this 
tends  to  make  them  take  the  smallest  available  accommodation. 

Periodical  surveys  will  be  required  because,  on  the  one 
hand  families  may  increase,  and  on  the  other  may  diminish  as 
the  grown-up  members  leave  home. 

The  relief  of  overcrowding  will  take  time  and  will  be 
effected  by  the  redistribution  of  the  smaller  overcrowded 
families,  and  by  the  provision  of  accommodation  for  the  more 
seriously  overcrowded.  Your  Council’s  building  programme 
contains  the  necessary  arrangements  for  this  purpose. 

The  worst  cases  must  have  priority,  and  the  houses  pro- 
vided must  be  of  a size  sufficient  for  their  needs. 
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NEW  HOUSES  DURING  1936. 

(a)  Plans  submitted  448 

(b)  Number  built  320 

(c)  Of  these  the  number  erected  by  the  Local 

Authority  was  125, 

CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

The  following  is  a list  of  Clearance  Areas  that  have  been 
dealt  with  under  the  Housing  Act,  1930  : — - 

Area.  Houses.  Persons ~ 

1932  Brook  No.  1 35  152 

1934  King  Street  No.  1 5 27 

1934  Ditto,  No.  2 30  142 

1934  Brook,  No.  2 5 27 

1934  Ditto,  No.  3 5 28 

1934  Ditto,  No.  4 3 20 

1934  Russell  and  Caroline  Squares  ...  28  94 

1934  Middleton  Square  11  35 

1934  Whittaker  Street  14  56 

1935  Brook,  No.  5 1 1 33 

1935  Best  Street  67  31 1 

1935  Lower  Mount  12  41 

1935  Rhode  Street  8 47 

1936  Whittaker  Square  8 49 


Totals  242  1042 


INDIVIDUAL  UNFIT  HOUSES. 

Total  number  reported  up  to  the  end  of  1936,  210. 

Of  these  10  have  been  reconditioned,  some  are  demolished,, 
and  others  will  be  as  soon  as  alternative  accommodation  is. 
available. 

The  total  number  of  houses  reported  under  the  Housing  Act 
of  1930  is  452. 

The  number  of  Council  houses  already  erected  is  694,  and 
tenders  have  recently  been  accepted  for  the  erection  of  20  non- 
parlour, 4 bedroom  houses,  68  non-parlour,  3 bedroom,  and  4 
non-parlour  flats  with  2 bedrooms. 
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Section  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

Particulars  of  the  number  of  Cowsheds,  Registered  Cow- 
keepers,  Purveyors  of  Milk,  are  given  in  the  statement  of  the 
Sanitary  Inspector,  also  the  number  of  inspections  of  these 
premises. 

A quarterly  inspection  and  report  as  to  the  condition  of 
Milch  Cows  is  made  by  the  Veterinary  Officer. 

A monthly  bacteriological  examination  of  the  pasteurised 
milk  supplied  to  school  children  is  made. 

Five  samples  of  Accredited  Milk  have  been  examined  for 
bacterial  content,  and  5 samples  of  mixed  milk  for  tubercle 
bacilli.  Xo  evidence  of  infection  was  found. 

It  has  been  a slow  process,  but  as  regards  cleanliness,  both 
•of  premises,  equipment,  animals  and  personnel,  present-day 
methods  are  much  better  than  was  the  case  a few  years  ago. 

The  difficulty  is,  not  in  framing  rules,  but  in  securing  their 
observance,  and  this  can  only  be  attained  by  frequent  and 
irregular  visits,  and  by  impressing  on  those  concerned  with  the 
production  of  milk  the  reasons  why  the  utmost  care  is  necessary 
for  success. 

The  methods  in  general  use  for  the  cleansing  of  all  milk 
vessels  can  well  be  improved  and  steps  are  being  taken  to  secure 
better  sterilisation  by  the  use  of  steam.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that 
in  time  this  practice  will  be  made  obligatory. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

The  supervision  and  inspection  of  foods  takes  up  much  of 
an  Inspector’s  time,  and,  as  regards  slaughterhouses,  in  spite  of 
there  bemo-  fixed  hours  for  slaughtering,  it  is  not  possible  to  be 
present  at  all  the  slaughterhouses  at  the  time  of  killing. 

The  number  of  slaughterhouses  is  given  in  the  Inspector’s 
Report',  and  three  of  these  are  of  excellent  design,  and  comply 
with  up-to-date  requirements. 

Meat  inspection  can  never  be  completely  satisfactory  until 
public  abattoirs  become  the  rule,  and  in  these  days  of  rapid 
transport  the  future  solution  will  probably  be  found  in  the  pro- 
vision of  regional  abattoirs  serving  a very  large  area. 

About  14  tons  weight  of  meat  was  surrendered  as  being 
unfit  for  human  food  during  the  year. 


43 


The  records  of  meat  inspection  during  the  year  show  the 
extent  and  importance  of 'the  work. 


Inspected. 

Entire  condemnation 

Condemnation  of 
parts  of  carcases 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Other 

diseases 

Tuber- 

culosis 

Other 

diseases 

Cat, tie  (1434)  

16 

1 

172 

37 

Sheep  (5140)  

— 

16 

— 

34 

Piss  (8661)  

6 

9 

i57 

68 

Calves  (1743)  

— 

1 

— 

1 

Lambs  (826)  

— 

T 

— 

2 

Totals  

22 

28 

329 

142 

POTTED  AND  PRESERVED  MEAT. 

The  supervision  of  this  class  of  business  is  important. 
Ready  cooked  and  prepared  foods  are  being  increasingly  used 
by  the  public,  and  a close  watch  is  kept  on  such  premises.  They 
are  registered  under  a Local  Act. 

ICE  CREAM. 

The  manufacture  of  ice  cream  is  the  subject  of  regulation 
under  the  Chatham  Corporation  Act,  1923.  Most  of  this  com- 
modity comes  into  the  town  from  large  wholesale  producers,  and 
there  are  few  local  makers.  The  old  and  dirty  methods  of 
manufacture  and  distribution  have  practically  disappeared. 

FRIED  FISH. 

At  one  time  fried  fish  shops  were  a definite  nuisance, 
largely  due  to  the  methods  of  cooking  in  vogue,  and  complaints 
were  frequent. 

The  business  of  a Fish  Fryer  is  still  classed  as  an  offensive 
trade,  but  modern  apparatus  has  almost  entirely  eliminated 
smell. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

Sampling  formerly  carried  out  by  the  Police  is  now  under- 
taken by  the  Inspector  of  Weights  and  Measures. 

Samples  taken  under  the  above  Act  in  the  Borough  of 
Chatham  during  the  period  ist  January,  1936,  to  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1936:  — 

New  Milk  65  Fresh  Cream  2 

Sterilized  Milk  3 Sugar  4 

Condensed  Milk  1 Coffee  2 
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Butter  1 8 

Margarine  1 1 

Lard  3 

Vinegar  1 

Cocoa  3 

Lard  Substitute  1 

Jam  5 

Cod  Liver  Oil  3 

Tincture  of  Iodine  ...  2 

Castor  Oil  1 

Zinc  Ointment  1 

Camphorated  Oil  2 

Olive  Oil  2 

Tincture  of  Quinine  ...  1 

Quinine  Tonic  2 

Mercurial  Ointment  ...  1 

,,  (Dilute)  1 

Boracic  Ointment  3 

Liquorice  Powder  ...  1 

Baking  Powder  1 

Sausages  t 


Fresh  Eggs  1 

Shredded  Suet  1 

Dried  Fruit  1 

Sardines  2 

Tapioca  1 

Corned  Beef  1 

Flour  1 

Preserved  Peas  1 

Tea  1 

Pepper  I 

Mustard  2 

Fish  Pastes  4 

Mixed  Spices  1 

Ground  Ginger  1 

Nutmeg  1 

Whisky  8 

Brandy  2 

Rum  4 

Gin  3 


Total  178 


In  four  instances  proceedings  were  taken  at  Chatham  Police 
Court. 

Three  of  the  offences  occurred  outside  the  Borough,  and 
were  concerned  with  the  watering  of  milk,  and  deficiency  of 
milk  fat. 

One  case  was  selling  rum  with  55.9%  of  excess  water. 

CHEMICAL  AND  BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF 
FOOD. 

These  examinations  are  conducted  at  the  County 
Laboratory  at  Maidstone. 

Two  tins  of  food  suspected  of  containing  excess  of  tin  were 
examined  and  found  to  be  fit  for  food. 


NUTRITION. 

No  special  work  has  been  undertaken. 
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Section  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

The  incidence  of  Notifiable  infectious  diseases  during  the 
year  has  again  been  low;  nor  has  there  been  any  great  preval- 
ence of  the  non-notihable  group. 

Table  (a)  shows  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tubercu- 
losis) notified,  admitted  to  hospital,  and  deaths  during  1936. 

(b)  Infectious  Diseases  during  1936  including  Tuberculosis, 
classified  according  to  ages. 

(c)  Ward  distribution  of  Infectious  Diseases,  including 
Tuberculosis  during  1936. 

(d)  The  number  of  cases  of  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases, 
1927-1936. 


(<2)  Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  Tuberculosis  and  Measles) 

during  the  year  1936. 


Disease 

Total  Cases 
Notified 

Admitted  to 
Hospital 

Total 

Deaths 

Diphtheria  

25 

23 

2 

Scarlet  Fever  

4o 

31 

1 

Pneumonia  

20 

— 

3 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

.1 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Fever  

2 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  

21 

— 

— 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

— 

— 

— 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  

— 

— 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  

4 

— 

— 

Malaria  

— 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  

— 

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis  

1 

— 

— 
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(b)  Infectious  Diseases,  1936. 

(Ages). 


A^e 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Puerperal 

Fever 

Cerebro 

Spinal  Fevei 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Tubercu’sis 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Under  i vear  

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 1 — 

1 

4 

— 

I 

i — 2 years  

— 

1 

- 1 - 

2 — 3 years  

1 

2 

- 1 - 

3 — 4 years  

2 

1 

- 1 - 

4—5  vears  

1 

1 

- 1 - 

5 — 10  years  

25 

14 

— 

3 

— 1 — 

— 

— 

I 

2 

10 — 15  years  

6 

6 

- 1 - 

I 

15 — 20  years  

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 1 — 

— 

— 

3 

2 

20 — 25  years  

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 1 — 

— 

— 

4 

— 

25 — 35  years  

1 

— 

3 

4 

1 | 1 

— 

— 

8 

3 

35—45  years  

2 

— 

5 

2 

— 1 1 

— 

— 

8 

1 

45 — 65  years  

— 

— 

5 

6 

— 1 — 

— 

— 

7 

— 

65  years  up  

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

1 

Totals  j 40 

25 

21 

1 

20  | 1 

2 

1 

4 

33 

10 

(c)  Infectious  Diseases,  1936. 

(Wards). 


Ward 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Diphtheria 

Erysipelas 

Pneumonia 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

Puerperal 

F'ever 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum 

Cerebro 
Spinal  Fever 

Tubercu’sis 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonury 

St.  Mary’s  

7 

5 

4 

1 

1 

— 

5 

— 

St.  John’s  

5 

13 

3 

3 

- 

1 

3 

3 

St.  Michael’s  

7 

3 

5 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

' — 

St.  Paul’s  

1 

2I  3 

6 

3 

- 

1 

— 

1 

4 

3 

Luton  

1 3 

1 

2 

5 

- 

- 

1 

— 

5 

1 

Christ  Church  

6 

1 

7 

1 

- 

' 

— 

14 

3 

Totals  

40 

25 

21 

20 

I 

2 

4 

1 

33 

10 

(d)  Table  showing  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Diseases,  1927-1936. 
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PATHOLOGICAL  LABORATORIES, 

1936. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Total. 

Diphtheria  Swabs  

20 

225 

245 

Tubercle,  Sputum  

86 

238 

324 

Tubercle,  Urine  

— 

1 

1 

Hairs  for  Ringworm  

Fceces  and  Urines  (suspected  food 

2 

2 

4 

poisoning)  

— 

14 

H 

Serum  for  Typhoid  

— 

5 

5 

Foeces  for  Typhoid  

108 

1 

486 

1 

594 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION  FOR  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

St.  William’s  Hospital  situated  in  Rochester  is  used  jointly 
by  Rochester  and  Chatham. 

It  has  accommodation  for  85  patients,  based  on  a standard 
of  144  sq.  feet  per  bed,  and  the  site  is  capable  of  extension  for 
120  beds. 

With  the  exception  of  Small  Pox,  for  which  separate  pro- 
vision has  been  made,  any  type  of  infection  is  admitted. 

For  Small  Pox,  if  cases  should  occur,  they  will  be  admitted 
to  the  London  County  Council  Hospital  at  Joyce  Green.  In 
the  event  of  accommodation  not  being  available  there,  they  will 
be  taken  into  the  old  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Rochester. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Cases  Notified  40 

Removed  to  Hospital  31 

Deaths  1 


A few  severe  cases  have  occurred,  but  the  majority  are  of  a 
very  mild  character.  Whenever  circumstances  permit,  home 
treatment  replaces  hospital  treatment.  The  average  duration 
of  stay  in  hospital  is  now  about  30  days. 
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In  the  subjoined  Table  are  particulars  of  Scarlet  Fever  from 
1916  to  IQ36  : — 


Year 

Cases 

Notified 

Number 

under 

5 Years 

Deaths 

Treated  in 
Hospital 

Attack  Rate 
per  1000 
Population 

Mortality 

per  1000- 

Percentage 

removed  to 

Hospital 

iqi6 

88 

13 

2 

70 

2 

.004 

79 

1917 

52 

8 

— 

43 

1.2 

— r- 

83 

1918 

93 

7 

2 

81 

2. 1 

.004 

87 

1919 

56 

7 

1 

49 

1.2 

.002 

88 

1920 

1 10 

16 

1 

87 

1.8 

.002 

80 

1921 

145 

19 

2 

1 iS 

3-4 

.004 

81 

1922 

78 

8 

— 

72 

1.8 

— 

9i 

1923 

60 

9 

r 

58 

i-3 

.002 

96 

1924 

44 

12 

— 

32 

1 

— 

70 

1925 

53 

10 

I 

48 

1.2 

.002 

90 

1926 

73 

8 

2 

55 

i-7 

.004 

75 

1927 

123 

22 

— 

94 

2.9 

— 

76 

1928 

223 

29 

1 

93 

5 

.002 

42 

1929 

61 

10 

2 

52 

— 

.004 

85 

1930 

84 

16 

— 

7 1 

1.9 

— 

84 

1931 

58 

8 

1 

48 

i-3 

.002 

82 

1932 

149 

21 

— 

103 

3-4 

— 

69 

1933 

146 

33 

— 

1 10 

— 

— 

74 

1934 

114 

22 

3 

9i 

2-5 

.007 

79 

1935 

44 

5 

— 

36 

•99 

— 

82 

1936 

40 

4 

1 

3i 

.91 

.002 

77-5 

DIPHTHERIA. 

■Cases  Notified  25 

Removed  to  Hospital  23 

Households  affected  23 

Deaths  2 


Particulars  of  Diphtheria  from  1916  to  1936. 


Year 

Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 
cent,  of  those 
attacked 

iqi6 

76 

3 . 

4 

1917 

34 

2 

6 

1918 

3i 

1 

3 

1919 

27 

2 

7 

1920 

261 

13 

5 

1921 

176 

16 

9 

1922 

61 

6 

10 

1923 

27 

— 

— 

1924 

14 

— 

— 

1925 

47 

2 

4 

1926 

222 

17 

7 

1927 

252 

19 

7 

1928 

447 

30 

6.7 

1929 

98 

1 1 

1 1 .2 

1930 

44 

1 

2-3 

1931 

26 

— 

— 

•932 

1 1 

— 

— 

•933 

25 

— 

— 

•934 

3i 

1 

3-2 

•935 

22 

1 

4-5 

19.36 

25 

2 

8 
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Out  of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified  dur- 
ing the  year  the  majority  occurred  in  two  adjacent  narrow 
streets,  during  the  month  of  August.  21  cases  were  removed  to 
Hospital,  and  the  condition  of  the  patients  on  admission  was  as 
follows  : — 

(a)  No.  of  cases  with  no  Clinical  evidence  of  Diphtheria...  8 


(b)  No.  of  cases  with  slight  evidence  4 

(c)  No.  of  cases  of  moderate  severity  7 

(d)  No.  of  severe  cases  2 


Slight  evidence  consisted  of  a small  patch  on  one  side,  or 
of  a follicular  exudate  on  the  tonsil. 

The  diagnosis  of  Diphtheria  should  be  made  on  Clinical 
evidence,  and  not  on  the  findings  of  a positive  swab  culture. 

The  majority  of  such  cases  with  no  Clinical  signs  are  not 
virulent,  do  not  transmit  the  disease  to  others,  and  when  sent 
into  Hospital  run  the  risk  of  contracting  Diphtheria  in  the  Ward. 

Most  of  the  cases  had  been  ailing  for  several  days  before  a 
diagnosis  was  made,  and  were  associated  either  by  playing  in 
the  street,  or  sleeping  together. 

There  were  two  noticeable  factors  : 

(1st)  The  period  elapsing  between  onset  and  notification 
amongst  children  living  close  to  and  in  daily  contact 
with  each  other. 

(2nd)  That  nearly  40  per  cent,  of  the  cases  showed  no  signs 
of  Clinical  Diphtheria. 

One  case  was  said  to  have  been  immunised,  but  on  investi- 
gation it  was  found  to  have  attended  twice  only,  and  that  four 
months  had  elapsed  between  the  first  and  second  inoculations. 

SUPPLY  OF  ANTITOXIN. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  kept  at  the  Town  Hall,  and  at  the 
Chief  Fire  Station.  It  is  supplied  free  of  charge,  and  is  obtain- 
able by  Medical  Practitioners  at  any  hour  of  the  day  or  night. 
The  number  of  units  issued  during  1936  was  216,000. 

IMMUNISATION  FOR  DIPHTHERIA. 

The  Clinic  first  opened  at  the  end  of  1929,  is  held  every 


Wednesday. 

New  Cases  during  1936  415 

Immunised  395 

Attendances  . .... 2049 


There  were  20  cases  who  did  not  attend  for  the  final  Schick 
test,  and  14  who  did  not  continue  treatment. 
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The  number  who  gave  a positive  reaction  was  rather  large, 
there  being  26  cases.  Most  of  them  were  connected  with  one 
particular  batch  of  material,  and  all  received  a further  course  of 
treatment. 

The  immunising  agent  used  is  Toxoid  Antitoxin  Mixture 
(T.A.M.). 

Three  inoculations  are  given  at  fortnightly  intervals,  and  a 
final  Schick  test  is  made  about  3 months  after  the  last  injection. 
I regard  this  test  as  important,  without  it  there  is  no  confirma- 
tion of  the  success  of  the  treatment,  and  if  Diphtheria  occurs  in 
cases  which  have  been  treated  but  not  tested,  it  is  likely  to  bring 
discredit  on  the  process. 

The  dosage  for  the  first  two  inoculations  is  1 c.c.,  and  for 
the  third  1.5  c.c. 

Should  there  be  a positive  reaction  T.A.F.  (Toxoid  Anti- 
toxin Floccules)  are  used. 

No  preliminary  Schick  test  has  been  used,  except  by 
request.  Previous  experience  has  shown  about  70  per  cent,  of 
positives. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  numbers  and  ages  of  the  new 
cases. 


The  total  number  of  children  who  have  been  immunised 
since  1929  is  3,534. 


The  yearly  figures  are  as  follows:  — 


1930 

1931 

1932 

1933 

1934 

1935 

1936 

Total  New  Cases  432 

614 

575 

459 

392 

526 

4F5 

,,  Immunised  388 

560 

561 

405 

359 

482 

395 

,,  Attendances  2182 

2716 

2819 

2295 

1944 

2271 

2049 

In  order  to  keep  up  attendances 

constant 

propaganda  work 

is  necessary  and  is  carried  out  at  the  Child  Welfare  Centre, 
Clinics  and  Schools,  by  the  Health  Visitors  and  School  Nurses, 
and  by  the  exhibition  of  posters.  Without  these  measures,  I 
fear  that  the  number  would  greatly  diminish. 
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During  the  seven  years  which  have  elapsed  since  immun- 
isation began  seven  cases  of  Diphtheria  have  been  reported 
amongst  children  protected,  or  partly  protected.  All  were  of 
a very  mild  type,  and  no  deaths  have  occurred. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 

Not  a single  case. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OF  THE  NERVOUS  SYSTEM. 

No  cases. 


SMALL  POX. 

No  cases. 


VACCINATION. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Vaccination  Officer  of  the  Chatham 
and  Rochester  District  for  the  following  information:  — 
Number  of  cases  in  the  Birth  Lists  received  dur- 
ing 1936  ...  875 

Number  of  certificates  of  successful  vaccination  455 
Number  of  certificates  of  postponement  owing 

to  health  of  child  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

Number  of  statutory  declarations  ...  ...  340 

Number  of  certificates  of  insusceptibility  ...  4 

Number  of  removals  from  district  ...  ...  27 

Number  not  found  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Percentage  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 


NON-NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

MEASLES. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  year  there  were  several  cases 
of  measles  amongst  the  infant  departments  of  the  elementary 
schools.  They  were  mostly  of  a mild  character,  and  only  one 
death  occurred. 

For  severe  cases  with  Bronchitis  or  Pneumonia,  hospital 
accommodation  for  a limited  number  is  available. 

Intimation  of  Measles  and  of  Whooping  Cough  is  sent  in 
weekly  from  all  schools. 
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INFLUENZA. 

Cases  occurred  during  the  early  part  of  1936,  but  not  to 
any  great  extent.  At  the  end  of  December  the  disease  began 
to  prevail  extensively. 

Three  deaths  were  registered  as  directly  due  to  Influenza, 
but  as  the  fatal  issue  is  usually  due  to  Bronchitis  or  Pneumonia, 
no  doubt  many  of  the  deaths  attributed  to  these  causes  were 
associated  with  Influenza. 

There  has  been  no  occurrence  of  any  disease  ascribable  to 
local  or  other  conditions. 


CANCER. 

The  facilities  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  are,  general 
practitioners,  the  County  and  Voluntary  Hospitals. 

The  latter  institution  is  a radium  centre. 

The  importance  of  early  recognition  and  treatment  is 
advocated  by  leaflets. 

The  total  deaths  numbered  66,  males  36,  females  30,  and 
with  4 exceptions  of  deaths  between  the  age  of  25  and  45  years, 
the  whole  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  persons  over  45  years  of 
age;  there  being  13  between  45  and  65  years,  and  49  over  65 
years. 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  taken  under  Section  66  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  treatment  centre  for  the  Medway  Area  is  situated 
at  36,  New  Road,  Rochester,  and  is  provided  by  the  County 
Council.  The  following  particulars  relating  to  the  Medway 
Towns  are  supplied  by  H.  Nicol,  Esq.,  F.R.C.S.,  the  Medical 
Officer  in  charge. 


Total  New  Cases  : 

Chatham 

1 19 

Rochester 

75 

Gillingham 

82 

From  the  rest  of  Kent  there  were  114  cases,  and  40  from 
other  districts. 
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OPHTHALMIA  NEONATORUM. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


Table  showing  new  cases  and  Mortality  during  1936. 


1 

1 

New  Cases 

Deaths 

1 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non 

Pulmonary 

1 

. 

M 

l 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

Under  1 year 

1 



1 



___ 

1 

1 to  5 years 

5 to  10  years 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

1 

1 

— 

10  to  15  years 

— 

— 

I 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

15  to  20  years 

3 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

20  to  25  years 

1 

3 

— 

— 

2 

4 

— 

— 

25  to  35  years 

3 

5 

— 

3 

4 

4 

— 

— 

35  to  45  years 

3 

5 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

45  to  55  years 

1 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

55  to  65  years 

3 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

65  vears  up 

I 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Totals 

15 

18 

2 

8 

15 

1 1 

1 

1 

NOTIFICATION  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary. 

Total  Notifications  ...  ...  ...  33 

By  Private  Practitioners  ...  ...  22 

Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  ...  ...  4 

Poor  Law  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  — 

Transferred  from  other  districts  ...  5 

Non-Pulmonary. 

Total  Notifications  ...  ...  ...  10 

By  Private  Practitioners  ...  ...  3 
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Hospitals  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Tuberculosis  Officer  ...  ...  ...  4 

Poor  Law  Institutions  ...  ...  ...  — 

Transferred  from  other  districts  ...  2 


Classification  of  Non-Pulmonary  Cases. 


Glandular  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Bones  and  Joints  ...  ...  ...  4 

Peritoneum  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Delay  in  Notification. 

N otification  Date  of 

Name  Received  Death 

JJ 28.  5-I936  26.  5-I936 

P.S 12. 11. 1936  10.11.1936 


On  January  1st,  1936,  there  were  on 

the  Register : 

— 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

• 87 

48 

135 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

, 18 

14 

32 

On  December  31st,  1936,  the  numbers  were:  — 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

• 75 

42 

11 7 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

12 

18 

30 

The  number  of  cases  removed 

from  the  Register  during 

> was  : — 

Pulmonary 

. . • 

...  52 

Non-Pulmonary 

. . . 

-•-  13 

Twenty-six  of  the  above  removals  were  presumed  to  be 
cured,  as  there  was  no  record  of  continued  treatment  and  five 
years  had  elapsed  in  the  case  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  and 
three  years  in  the  case  of  Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  since 
the  Primary  Notification. 

Twenty-eight  had  died,  nine  had  left  the  district,  one 
case  transferred  from  Non-Pulmonary  to  Pulmonary  List  and 
one  from  Non-Pulmonary  Male  List  to  Non-Pulmonary  Female 
List. 

There  were  six  deaths  from  unnotified  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis. 

Powers  to  prohibit  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  being  employed  in  the  milk  trade,  and  for  com- 
pulsory removal  to  a hospital  exist  in  Section  62  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1925,  in  the  Chatham  Corporation  Act,  1923,  and 
in  the  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations, 
1925. 

There  has  been  no  necessity  to  exercise  these  powers. 
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I am  indebted  to  Dr.  Charles  Roper,  the  Tuberculosis 
Officer  for  this  Area  for  the  following  particulars  of  Chatham 
cases  dealt  with  at  the  County  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  dur- 
ing the  year  ended  December  31st,  1936. 

Number  of  New  Cases  ...  ■ ...  ....  148 

Total  attendances  (old  and  new)  ...  898 

Number  sent  to  Institutions  ...  ...  41 

Diagnosis — New  Patients. 

Excl.  School 

School  Children 

Children  (5-14) 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ...  31  1 

Surgical  Tuberculosis  ...  2 6 

Other  Diseases  (including 

T.  & A.)  9 4 

No  Disease  ...  ...  ...  62  28 

Under  Observation, 

31.12.36  4 1 
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Institutions  to  which  patients  were  sent  during  1936  : — 

Lenham  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  11 

Keycol  Hill  Sanatorium  ...  ...  5 

Grosvenor  Sanatorium  ...  ...  ...  7 

Royal  Sea  Bathing  Hospital  ...  ...  1 

County  Hospital,  Chatham  ...  ...  10 

Cranbrook  Convalescent  Home  ...  2 

Preston  Hall,  Aylesford  ...  ...  2 

Old  Manor  House,  Broadstairs  ...  2 

Seamens’  Hospital,  Greenwich  ...  1 


Total 


4i 


